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And they went out, and preached that men ſhould repent, 


I" js vemuckable, that whatever different notions 
men have of religion, they all believe, that reperit- 


ance is neceſſary to ſalvation. But it may be feared 
that many miſtake its true nature, and take the ſha- 
dow for the ſubſtance. There are alſo many, who, 


though they think it neceſſary, delay their repentance 
to ſome future period; and more than a few die with- 
out it, and periſh in their fins. It is therefore of 


great importance that we ſhould know wherein true 
repentance donſiſts; and that we ſhould be urged, our- 
ſelves to repent, that we periſh not. That repent- 


ance, then, which is true and genuine, and need- 
eth not to be een of, will be found to include 


| bs The fit K ting thint belongs t to true wee 
is à conviction of fin ; ; or a clear fight, and feeling ſenſe _ 


of our finfulnels ; without this there is no repent- 


ance, no religion ; for the goſpel. may be juſtly called 


* the religion of a ſinner ;? * none but ſinners can need 
merey, or repentance 1 Jeſus Chriſt ex preſsly de- 


clares, ** he came not to call the righteous,“ that is, 


| ſuch as the NE who thought themſelves righte- 


ous, 


ö 


7 


Hh. — 
Ry: 96 but a 16 repentance.” Now an men 
are dae ae not the moſt profane and openly wicked 
only, but the- moſt moral, religious, and blameleſs 
people among us, for ** all have er and come 
| ſhort of the glory of God,” 
The word repentance ſifnifies a 3 of* mind, or 
' after» thought; a great change in the mind and diſpoſi- 
tion of a perſon, eſpecially about himſelf, as 2 inner. 
For this purpoſe the Holy Spirit opens his eyes to ſee 
the holy law of God, as contained in the ten com- 
mandments. This hs requires of every perſon, love 
to God, and love to man. It requires us to love 
nd ſupremely, and our neighbour as ourſelves. It 
requires perfect, conſtant, unſinning obedience, all 
our lives long. It does not demand only ſincere q- 
| {bedience, or doing as well as we can, but doing all, 
and doing it always; fo that if a man fail only in one 
point, he is thereby made a ſinner ; the law is brok- 
enz the curſe follows; and if * be not pardoned 
Aurougb the blood of Chriſt, hell muſt be his portion. 
la general, the repenting ſinner is firſt alarmed on 
ee ſome gent and open ſin, if he has commit- 


ted fuch; as the man- of Samaria, when Chriſt 


charged hay with adultery 3 or as Paul was, when con- 
vinced of his murderous penſecution of the ſaints. 
But true conviction wilt not ſtop here: it will trace 
the ſtreams of ſin to the ſpring, namely, that corrupt 
nature we hrought into the world with us. We ſhall 
freely confeſs with David, that ewe were born in 
- fin; and in iniquity did our mothers conceive us, 
Pſali li. 5. we (hall acknowledge with Paul, that - 
in zus, that is, in our lleſh; our corrupt nature, 
chere is no good-thing.;?” byt. that every imagi- 
ide re the: eee gur hearts is only evil con- 
; 9 by 


„ 


tinually,“ Gen. vi, 5. The penitent will readily, own 


he has been a rehel againſt God all his life; that he 


has indeed left undone what he ought to have 


done; and done thoſe things which he Lal not to 
have done.” 


The law of God i is Piricual; 1 it reaches to the ws 
| ſecret thoughts, deſires, wiſhes, and purpoſes of the. 


mind. It forbids and condemns the ſins of the heart, 
as well as thoſe of the lip and the life. A convinced 


ſinner is ſenſible of heart- ſins ; thouſands and milli- 


ons of them. He ſees that his, beſt duties and ſervi- 
ces are mingled with fin ; even his prayers, and all his 
religious exercifes. He ſees that he has, all his life, 
| lived without God in the world; paid no regard to 
his will or glory ; that he has loved himſelf, and the 


world, and the creature, far more than God; and 
that he has been doing all this contrary to light and 
knowledge ; notwithſtanding the checks of his conſci- 


ence, and many reſolutions to the contrary ; and not- 


withſtanding the mercies and the judgments which 


God had ſent to rechaim him. Wherever there is 


this conviction, it will be accompanied with contri- 


tion. 
II. Contrition, or a genuine forrow for fr n, and pain 
of heart on account of it. This is that © ſoft heart,” 


or © heart of fleſh,” which God has promiſed to give 


bis people; inſſead of that © heart of ſtone,” with 


which we are DO and which has no ſpiritual feel- | 


ing. 


There i is jaded a falſe ſorrow, Which many miſtake | 


for the true. When a perſon is ſick, and fears he ſhall 


die, it is not uncommon. to hear him fay he is forry 


for his fin; and.if God will ſpare his life, he will a- 
mend his ways. But too oer ſueh an one is only 
2997 
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that Godis ſo holy, that the law is lo trick, and 
| that he | is in danger of being damned for his fins. He 
is not grieved that he has offended God, his beſt 
friend and benefactor, who has followed him with“ 
8 goodneſs and mercy. all his life. But the rottenneſs 
of this repentance often appears when the lick perſon 
recovers ; ; when the fright is over, he returns to the 
ſame carnal courſe as before, This ſorrow is no bet- 
ter than that of ſome criminals at the gallows : ſorry 
| they are that they have forfeited their lives; but they 
are not affected with the criminality of their actions. 
Felix trembled, but did not repent; and Judas was. 
ſorry for what Ub: had done, but not in a godly man- 
ner. And this ſhews how very uncertain, for the 
moſt part, is the repentance of a dying bed. God 
forbid, we ſhould delay our repentance tothat ſeaſon " 
But the ſorrow of a true penitent is for fin, as com- 
mitted againſt a holy and good God. Such was the- 
penitence of David, who ſays, Pſalm li. 4. Againſt - 
thee, thee only, have I ſinned, and 5 hg this evil im 
thy ſight.” It is true, that he had ſinned againſt his. 
feilow-creatures ;.- againſt Uriah, and Bathſheba, and 
Joab, and all Iſrael: doubtleſs he lamented this ; but 
what cut him to the heart was, his ſin againſt. Got; 
that God, who had raiſed him from the ſheep-fold to 
the throne; who had ſaved him from the hand of 
Saul; and given him his maſter” s houſe ; and if that 
had been too little, would have given him more; (fur 
thus Nathan the prophet aggravated his ſin) & Againſt 
thee, O Lord,” ſaid this: broken-hearted penitent,, 
40 againſt thee, have 1 ſinned.“ Thus e the goodneſs. 


_.of God led him to repentance.” ; _ Obſerve, Tikewiſe, 


the tone of the returning prodigal. e will ariſe and 
1 to my father, and ſay, Father, 1 have ſiuned a- 
xx. * | H Aealaſt. 


( 


| £561 "2 
-gainſt heaven, and in thy ſight, and W wor- 
thy to be called thy ſon.“ He might have ſaid; Sir, 
I have ſpent my fortune, hurt my health, become a 


2 beggar, and am ready to ſtarve; pleaſe to relieve 
me. No, his heart is affected with his ſin and folly. 


So it is with a repenting ſinner. He eonſiders the 
majeſty of that holy being he has offended; the rea- 


ſonableneſs of his commandments; the obligations he 


has broken through; and eſpecially: the baſe ingrati- 


| tude of his conduct. Then he will feel the force of 


thoſe affecting words, Iſa. ii. 2, 3. Hear, O hea- 


vens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath ſpo- 


ken: I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth his 


owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib; but Lirael doth 
Not know, my people doth not conſider.” = 


The goodneſs of God to a ſinner, in the 5 of 


providence, may well excite this godly ſorrow; but, 
how much more, the conſideration of redeeming 


love! What! did God “ fo love the world of rebel 


men as to ſend them his only begotten Son!“ And 
did he ſend his Son, not to condemn the world, | 
but that the world through him might be ſaved.” O 
love beyond _—_ 1 0 le, ra . | 
ſion 9 * 
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| cent, the amiable, the berieyolent — 1 eſus, who 5 
left his throne of glory, and became a poor and an 
afflicted man. Why was he deſpiſed and rejected of 
men? Why a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief ? Why, had he not a place where to lay his bleſ- 
fed head 4 Why. did be endure the contradiction of 
a finners ? 7 WIV Was he _opprefſed. and afflicted ? Why 
was his viſage fo marred more than any man, and his 


form 


. 


. form. more than the 00 of men? I. W. the reaſon, 


may the weeping penitent ſay. < Surely he hath 


borne my griefs, and carried my ſorrows ; he was 


wounded for my een and e for my 
-Iniquitiesd?? - 3 | 7 

2 Tete yeuſthy gos, my cruel ſins, 

1. His chief tormentors were; 


J Bach of my crimes became a nail, 
And unbelief the ſpear. 


e were you that pull'd the rea aneg d down | 
Upon his guiltleſs head: | 


OL Þ Break, break, my heart, 0. burſt mine eyes, 
WT And let aged ſorrows bleed.” = | 


III. Conf? 2 „n of fin will alſo be made by the true 
penftent. By nature, we are rather diſpoſed to con- 
cCeal, deny, and excuſe our fins; to ſay, we are no 
vVorſe than others; that we could not help commit- 
ting them; and that we ſee no great harm in them. 
But it is not ſo where true repentance is found. We 
_ ſhall take the advice that Joſhua gave to Achan. 
"0A My ſon, give glory to the Lord, and make confeſ- 
ſion to him.” To hide or deny our fin is to diſho- 
nour God, as if he did not ſee, or would not puniſh 
it; but to confeſs our fins, is to honour his holy law 
a we have broken; to honour his omniſcience 
- which beheld all our crimes ; ; to honour his juſtice | 
which might take vengeance upon them; and to ho- 
nour his PIERS which has Forbome to ſtrike ie fa- 
tal blow. 

Secret ſins require only bebe confeſſion to that 
. God, who ſeeth in ſecret ; but fins that are public and 
 ſeandatbus, ought to be more openly acknowledged; 
that we. 1 undo, as far as we © Can, the evil com- 
mitted, 1 | : oe 

| | e The 
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The true penttent i is Fineere' in his pu lie bene 


ons. How. many call themſelves: © miferable fin- 
ners * declare that „ the remembrance of their: ſins 


is grievous, and the burden of them intolerable;“ 


and cry, Lord, have mercy upon us, Chriſt have 


/ 


mercy. upon us, without the leaſt ſenſe of the: evil or . ; 
burden of iniquity, ; This is abominable hypocriſy, | 
and adding fin to fin. But the renewed ſoul is truly 


ſincere in his confeſſions ; he finds the words of ſerip- 


ture well adapted to his feelings, and can cordially ; a- 
dopt thoſe of Job, “ Behold I am vile; I abhor my- 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes ; ; or, the words of 
the Publican, « God be merciful to me, the ſinner ? 

or the words of Paul, who calls himſelf «the, chief 


of ſinners.“ 


We have now. 3 Cinviftion, 1 W ; 


Conf ion, as three eſſential ingredients in true repent- 
ance : to theſe we muſt add one mormſe. 


43 


. Converſion; which is a forſaking fn; ap turn 

ing from it to Ged. John the baptiſt, that great 
preacher of repentance, exhorted his hearers to- bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. Without this the 
-moſt humbling expreſſions and e the greateſt 


alarms of Fonfcience, or floods of tears, will prove in- 


ſufficient. Though Cain's terror, Judas's confeſ- 
ion, Pharaoh” s promiſes, Ahab'shumil ation, Herod's 
hearing John gladly, and doing many things, were 
all combined in one man, they would not prove him 


a real penitent, while the love of one ſin remained un- 


mortified in the heart, or the practice of it allowed 
in his life.” True repentance is not content to lop 
1 the branches, but lays the axe at the root of the 
tree. The devil may ſuggeſt. that a beloved ſin is. 
"hat a little one, and may be ſpared ; but grace will 


know, 
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ns. that as one ſmall leak may ſink a ſhip, - ſo one 
indulged fin may damn a ſoul. However dear there- 
fore a luſt may be, or however hard to be parted with, 
it muſt be forſaken: So our Lord directs: If thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out; if thy right hand 
offeud thee, cut it off; for it is better to enter into 
life thus maimed; than Raving two eyes or two hands 
to be caſt into hell, Where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. 1 

You have a fine itanee of true repentance in Za- 
cheus, the converted publican. When Chriſt and fal- 
vation came to his houſe and heart, he, who had pro- 
bably been a great ſinner, ſtands and ſays to the Lord 
, Behold; Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by: falſe accuſation, I reſtore him four- fold.“ 
Here was not only confeſſion of ſin, but forſaking it. 
He who had been an extortioner, becomes not only 
honeſt, but liberal. He makes reſitution; and fo will 
every true penitent. He will undo what he has done 
if poſſible. Alas, how many evils is it now impoſſi- 

ble to undo! Some poor ſouls are perhaps in hell, to 
whoſe deſtruction our wickedneſs contributed. But 
grace will enable us to do what is poſſible ; ; fin ſhall 
not have dominion ; and we ſhall now be as earneſt to 
pleaſe and ſerve God, as once we were to d ſerve the 
OP” | | 4 4 
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APPLICATION: 


If this be repentance, the great point is, Have we 
repented? O let us not deceive ourſelves. Jeſus 
Chriſt, the faithful and true witneſs, has faid, hy 7 
| cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” Do not 


miſtake. "Repentance i is univerſally neceſſary, for 
Jt Jt | | « all 


1 


40 all have finned.? 29, If it could 'be proved, [EA 


never committed but one ſingle bn, repentance would 
be abſolutely neceſſary. One theft, one murder prov- 
ed againſt a man at a human bar, is enough to pro- 
cure his condemnation; ſo one ſin againſt God is e- 


nough to condemn us to eternal miſery. But ĩt ĩs not 


one, . it is not ten thoufand fins only that we have to 


lament; ; „ Who call underſtand his errors? Liſten 
not to the ſather of lies; he -promifed Eve that eating 
of the forbidden fruit Thoutd do her no harm; but 


the found, and we all find, the dreadful effects of 


that firſt Nate | Say. not, with the wicked man of old, 
who, © when he heareth the words of this curſe; hall 


bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, T ſhall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of my heart to add 
drunkenneſs to thirſt,” God forbid! for mark the con- 
| ſequence—*<* The Lord will not ſpare him, but then 
the anger of the Lord and his jealouſy” ſhall fmoke 2- 
gainſt that man, and all the curſes that are written in 
this book ſhall lie upon him,“ 8 Deut. xxix. 190. Re- 


pent or periſh, is the ſolemn deciſiot on "of God. „He 


_ c£ammandeth all men, every where to 1 repent ;” and 
hat can be more reaſonable? The law WAI we 
have broken, i 185 75 holy, and juſt, and. good. und 


love him was our moft realonable ſervice ; ahd would 


have been for our.. unſpeakable. beriefth.” Having 
then broken j it, and by fo. doing incurred his wrath, 
and expoſed ourſelyes to ruin, can it be thought un- 
reaſonable, that we ſhould make a a bumble ſubmiſſi- 
| on and implore his mercy. ? . ra FS ag 

| ATE: then,. and, Fig CEN to aſt: t repen 


ance,, He might have . NN. off in'y 9000 10 is? With- ; 
St g moch s warning z but he has . time 


* 
e has 


. W for repentance. " His very Var 
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couragenent. Tr implies, that © there is forgiveneſs. | 
with him; for pardon of ſin and repentance are in- 
ſeparably connected. „ Chriſt is exalted to give re- 
pentance and remiſſion of. ſins,” Let the wicked, 
forſake his Way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have merey upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.“ Only do not ſuppoſe that 


repentance deſerves or merits pardon. Salvation is all 


of grace; but this is the order appointed of God ; for 
by penitential, ſorrow, the heart is prepared to receive 
the mercy. of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 

Ariſe, finner, for he calleth thee. Noes your heart 
begin to relent ö Are you ſaying, 4 I will ariſe, and 
go to my father? Ariſe then, and go at once. He 
will ſee thee afar off, and run to meet thee © he waits 
to be gracious, and there ſhall be j Joy in heaven, and 
Joy, on earth, upon thy return. 

. Thouſands as vile and bafeas you havefoulid z mer- 
cy. Let not Satan ſay it is too late; tlie door is o- 
pen: nor let him ſay it is too ſoon. He may ſay, to- 
morrow will do. God fays, to- -day: „While it is 
called to-day ;” then, hear his voice. To-morrow 


may be too late. This night may thy ſoul be re- 


quired of thee. Be ware of deferring repentance to 


a dying bed. Will you not then have enough to do, 
to bear with patience the pains and agonies of diſ- 


ſolving nature ? Why ſhould you plant thorns in your 
dying Pillow ? Why ſhould you not then have the 


peace of God and the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſup- _ 


port and comfort your heart? Who can tell but ſud- 


deu death may be your! lot; if not, extreme pain, or a 


ae heads may prevent the E of repent- 
or 2929 
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ance. "And 4 not imagine, that * any 


thing in it for bidding. Chriſt has ſaid, “ Bleſſed are 
they that mourn; for they ſhall he comforted.” The 


penitent, has more pleaſure in his tears, than the 
worldling in all his gaiety. Beſides, if the door be 
ſtrait, it opens into boundleſs pleaſures. Pleaſures 
not confined to time, but which ſhall laſt to all eter- 
nity. God now dwells in the contrite heart: and 


ſoon ſhall every true 2 dwell with him ie 


radiſeQ. | 4141 vS 


Let thoſe who 1 5 what true repentance is, give Fi 
thanks to him who has graciouſly beſtowed it. 


Know," my friends, that repentance is not the work 


of a day, but of life. The more you know of your 


on heart, and the more you know of Chriſt, the 
more need will you feel of a repenting ſpirit. Let the 
remembrance of forgiven fins, keep you low in your 
own eyes; having received mercy,” love much, for 
much is forgiven ; and labour daily to maintain a con- 


ſcience void of offence toward God and toward all 
men. a 
. 6 0 62 


-ce 0. how I wate thoſe laſts of mine, 
That crucify'd my God. 

Thoſe ſins that pier&d and Wa his geln, 
Faſt to the fatal wood! . 


'« Whilſt with a melting bidken bert 
My murder'd- Lord I view,, 1 . 
mn raiſe revenge againſt my ns, ! „ 


And flay the murd'rers too. 1140 D ves: | 
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